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On Sept. 16 in Kingston, about 80 public employees staged a two-hour demonstration in front of
the Public Service Ministry headquarters, to demand immediate conclusion of negotiations for a
new 1991-1993 wage contract. The demonstrators, led by the Jamaica Civil Service Association, are
calling for a 100% salary increase. The Association, which represents about 77,000 civil servants,
submitted a proposal for a new wage contract in March. Thus far, the government has failed to
set a date for negotiations. Public school teachers are also organizing demonstrations and partial
work stoppages to press for salary demands currently under discussion by their representatives, the
Jamaica Teachers Association, and government officials. A week ago, registered nurses staged a fiveday strike in an attempt to persuade the government to approve salary hikes, and increased mobility
up the salary ladder. Registered nurses are the lowest paid of all public sector professionals. The
list of dissatisfied public sector employees also includes prison wardens and police officers. Real
wages and salaries have deteriorated over the past year. According to a report in the Sept. 10 issue
of The Money Index, a leading financial weekly published in Jamaica, prices rose by an average
32% in the first seven months of the year. If the trend continues, inflation will be about 55% in 1991.
However, given the accelerated depreciation of the Jamaican dollar since August, the projection may
prove conservative. Prospects for higher salaries in the public sector are remote. The government
is committed to following public spending reduction guidelines contained in an agreement with
the International Monetary Fund. In a recent move, the government cut ministerial budgets for the
current fiscal year by 15% in order to increase available resources to service its $4 billion foreign
debt. (Basic data from Inter Press Service, 09/16/91)
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